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Critical campaigns to save their lives: Albert Woodfox and Lynne Stewart
Source material:  Black Agenda Radio and statement 
of Robert King

Albert Woodfox and 
two other Black men at 
Louisiana’s notorious 

Angola prison were convicted 
in the death of a prison guard 
in 1972, a case that became 
a cause célèbre for a variety 
of reasons, including the lack 
of physical evidence. The 
three had formed a unit of the 
Black Panther Party in the prison, in 1971. When 
the guard was killed, they were immediately 
put in solitary confinement, where two of them, 
Woodfox and Herman Wallace, remained for 
most of the intervening years under a sentence 
of life imprisonment. 

The third member of the Angola 3, Robert 
Hillary King, was released after 29 years of solitary 
confinement when his conviction was overturned 
and he pleaded guilty to a lesser charge. 

King has been a major voice in the campaign 
to free Woodfox and Wallace.

He writes: “I was released on February 8, 2001 
after spending 31 years in prison—29 of them in 
solitary confinement at the infamous Louisiana 
State Prison also known as ‘Angola.’ Prior to, and 
since my release from prison, I have continued to 
campaign to free Herman and Albert. 

… That campaign took a huge step forward with 

the ruling by a federal district court that there was 
racial discrimination in the selection of the jury 

foreperson prior to Albert’s 
re-trial in 1998.  Louisiana’s 
Attorney General has already 
filed his intention to appeal 
this ruling. But he can still do 
the right thing and end four 
decades of injustice by letting 
the ruling stand, clearing the 
way for Albert to be re-tried 
or simply walk free at last.  

 I know what being locked up in that cramped, 
dark cell does to a man, and I fear for my friend 
Albert whose physical and mental health is 
failing… This isn’t the first or even the second 
time Albert’s conviction has been overturned. 
Previously judges have cited racial discrimination, 
misconduct by the prosecution and inadequate 
defense in their rulings. 

Wednesday, April 17 will mark the 41st 
anniversary of our incarceration in Angola. Please 
help ensure that this year it is a day of hope—or 
even freedom—for my friend, Albert Woodfox.”

PLEASE ACT TO FREE ALBERT WOODFOX 
Amnesty International is asking the Louisiana 

attorney general not to appeal the judges ruling, so 
that Woodfox can be released or given a new trial. 
trial.  To take action, go to Angola3news.blogspot.
com or takeaction.amnestyusa.org.  n

COmPASSiOnATE RELEASE nOW:  
FREE LYnnE STEWART 

Lynne Stewart’s life is on the line. A renowned 
criminal defense lawyer who defended the poor, the 
disadvantaged and those targeted by the police and 
the State, Stewart has become a political prisoner 
herself. She has been sent to FCI Carswell near 
Fort Worth, Texas, with cancer spreading through 
her body. As her condition worsened, the prison 
delayed and denied her critical care, and refused 
to release her.

In 1995, Lynne Stewart was appointed by a 
federal court to represent the blind Egyptian cleric 
Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, who was accused of 
conspiring to blow up New York landmarks. Lynne 
became co-counsel with former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark.

Despite evidence pointing to his innocence, 
Sheikh Rahman was convicted and sentenced to life 
imprisonment plus 65 years. Additionally, Special 
Administrative Measures (SAMS) were imposed, 
placing severe restrictions on his communication 
with the outside world.

In April, 2002, Attorney General Ashcroft 
suddenly appeared on the David Letterman 
Late Night talk show. He announced that the 
Justice Department would be prosecuting Lynne 
Stewart for providing “material aid to a terrorist 
organization.” 

Incredibly, the so-called “material aid” consisted 
of providing a Press Release conveying the views of 
the Sheikh to a Reuter’s correspondent.

The Justice Department under George Bush 
and Barack Obama proceeded to prosecution, 

demanding a 30-year sentence—an attack not only 
on Lynne, but also upon due process, free speech, 
and a threat to every attorney in the United States. 

Broad public protest caused presiding Judge 
John Koetl to limit Lynne’s sentence to 28 months. 
In fact, he declared Stewart “an asset to the nation.” 
However, subsequently yielding to pressure from 
the Justice Department, Judge Koetl increased 
Lynne’s sentence to ten years. 

This draconian sentence has effectively become 
a death sentence for Lynne. Urgent surgery was 
delayed 18 months by the prison authorities. Her 
breast cancer, in remission before imprisonment, 
has metastasized and spread to her lymph nodes, 
bones and lungs. Prison is literally killing her. Basic 
human decency demands her immediate release.

SiGn THE PETiTiOn nOW TO 
SAVE LYnnE STEWART

Please, go to the International Action Center’s 
website, and sign the petition. You can also write 
directly to Lynne from this site: www.iacenter.org.   n

TrAnsITIOns 
DiAnE FiSHER VAZQUES-AmARAL  
1945-2013 

After a long struggle with cancer, Diane Amaral 
passed away March 7 in Western Canada. Diane 
was an active member of OOC for over 10 years. 

Born in Pennsylvania, 
she was an exception-
ally talented artist. Her 
ceramic art was in nu-
merous juried exhibits 
in the United States 
and Canada. In the 70s 
she lived on women’s 
land in Missouri and 
was part of a politically 

active lesbian feminist community in St. Louis. She 
moved to the Bay Area in the ‘80s and joined Out of 
Control. She spent the last 17 years making pottery 
with her life partner Shey Smith. Diane loved colors 
and used them boldly in her pottery, her garden 
and even in her clothes. We will all miss Diane, 
her creative energy and her warm and wonderful 
smile. She remains in our hearts..

FLOZELLE WOODmORE—PRESEnTE! 
Flozelle Woodmore, a California activist who 

for years gave voice to the individuals, families, 
and communities most harmed by the criminal 
justice system and 
who herself served 
two decades of a life 
sentence died in Los 
Angeles in February. 
OOT has featured her 
story over the years. A 
lifelong activist, both 
in prison and since 
her release in 2007, 
Flozelle was awarded a Soros Justice Fellowship 
in 2010 for her work with the Lifer’s Friends & 
Family Project. She worked tirelessly to help 
families understand and navigate the process of 
helping their loved ones gain parole after being 
imprisoned for time beyond reason.  n

Guantánamo hunger strike 
much bigger than reported 
Source material:   Miami Herald and Guardian

A group representing some of the inmates 
at Guantánamo Bay reports that a mass 
hunger strike currently taking place at the 

controversial prison camp is far larger than U.S. 
Military authorities are admitting.

On March 20, 2013 General John Kelly told a 
congressional committee that 24 Guantánamo 
prisoners were on “hunger strike light” and eating 
“a bit, but not a lot.” 

But Omar Farah, who works on Guantánamo 
issues for the New York-based Center for 
Constitutional Rights, said that one of his seven 
clients at the base, Yemeni inmate Fahad Ghazy, 
recently told him that the strike involved many 
more inmates. “They [the Pentagon] are not 
admitting the scale and scope of the hunger 
strike,” Farah said.

There are about 166 inmates at Guantánamo. 
Nearly all have been held without charge (some 

for 11 years) and about half have been cleared for 
transfer or release. On March 14, Ghazy reported 
that all but two inmates in Guantánamo’s Camp 
Six were on hunger strike; almost 130 people. 
Ghazy added that some detainees at Camp Five 
were also on hunger strike. 

Farah warned that if the hunger strike 
continued, some inmates could die. “We are 
afraid for some of the mens’ lives. If someone 
persists with not eating food they can suffer 
severe physical damage and may die,” he said.

Lawyers for the men say the strike was sparked 
in early February by an unusually aggressive 
search of prisoners’ Qurans that to them 
amounted to desecration and to highlight their 
continuing detention without trial. Prison staff 
says Qurans were not disrespected and no policy 
was changed. Kelly, who vociferously denied 
any charge that Qurans had been mishandled, 
did admit that eight detainees had lost enough 

weight that they were now being force 
fed via tubes. But he insisted there was 
no crisis.

The clashing versions of events are 
the latest in a long line of controversies 
that have dogged the Guántanamo 
prison since it was set up to house 
suspects caught up in the so-called 
“war on terror”. The process of detaining 
terror suspects has outraged civil 
liberties groups in the US and abroad, 
especially as dealing with the suspects 
legally has been painfully slow or non-
existent.

President Obama vowed to shut 
the camp in his first year of office, but 
his efforts were stymied by Congress 
and have apparently been shelved. 
Earlier this year, the State Department 
office meant to deal with resettling 
Guantánamo prisoners was closed 
down. All sides blame long simmering 
frustration with President Barack 
Obama’s inability to deliver on his 
promise to close the facility.  n

silence is the  
Voice of Complicity  
by Leonard Peltier 
Silence, they say, is the
 voice of complicity.
But silence is impossible.
 Silence screams.
 Silence is a message,
just as doing nothing is an 
  act.
Let who you are ring out
  & resonate
in every word & every 
  deed.
Yes, become who you are.
 There’s no sidestepping
  your own being
       or your own
 responsibility.
What you do is who you
  are.
You are your own
 Comeuppance.
You become your own
  Message.
You are the message.

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse

Leonard Peltier, Native American political 
prisoner, is unjustly incarcerated and framed 
for murder. He marked 37 years behind bars 
February, 2013. 

For campaign info and to contribute:  
www.whoisleonardpeltier.info.

Please write: 
Leonard Peltier 
(89637-132) 
USP Coleman  
IPOB 1033 
Coleman, Florida 
33521 n


