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Organizers are calling for a rally January 26 
to protest the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) 

conversion of Valley State Prison for Women 
(VSPW) into a men’s prison in response to a U.S. 
Supreme Court order to reduce overcrowding. 

Instead of releasing people and closing 
VSPW, they are squeezing over 1,000 women 
and transgender people into the two remaining 
women’s prisons. The population of the other 
women’s prison in Chowchilla, Central California 
Women’s Facility (CCWF) is dangerously close 
to 4,000 even though its maximum capacity 
is 2,000. The conversion has aggravated 
overcrowding, created dangerous conditions, and 
health care is already getting much worse. What’s 

more, they have added yet another men’s prison 
to their inhumane system. We’ve had enough! 
Come show support for all people locked up in 
Chowchilla’s prisons and tell the Federal Judges 
that overcrowding must stop now!

Overcrowding = Death! Bring our loved ones 
home! Support Community Release Programs, 
parole for elders, release for medical reasons, and 
end life without parole (LWOP).

Rides to the rally are available by bus and 
carpool. 

Contact chowchilla.rally@gmail.com or 415-
255-7036 x 314

Caravans leaving from MacArthur BART in 
Oakland at 10:30AM and Chuco’s Justice Center 
in Inglewood at 8:30AM. We will gather at 2PM 

at SE corner of Ave. 24 and Fairmead Blvd 
off Highway 99 in Chowchilla. 

Solidarity actions encouraged! If you 

cannot make the rally or do not live in California, 
we encourage you to organize a solidarity action 
on the same day in your community. Hold a 
demonstration in front of the DOC offices or 
the county jail, organize a speak-out against 
prisons in a public space, stand in solidarity 
the Chowchilla Freedom Rally! Please let us 
know how we can support you! Contact info@
womenprisoners.org. 

The Chowchilla Freedom Rally Coalition includes 
members from California Coalition for Women 
Prisoners, Californians United for a Responsible 
Budget, Justice NOW, All Of Us Or None, Legal 
Services for Prisoners With Children, Fired Up!, 
Transgender, Gender Variant, Intersex Justice 
Project, Critical Resistance, Youth Justice Coalition, 
Global Women’s Strike, Occupy 4 Prisoners, 
Asian Pacific Islander Support Committee and the 
California Prison Moratorium Project.

For more information contact: adrienne@
womenprisoners.org l www.womenprisoners.org  n

News from all Around … 
4600 Palestinians, including 182 
children imPrisoned by israel 
According to former political prisoner, Palestinian 
researcher, Abdul-Nasser Farawana, Israel is 
currently holding captive 4600 Palestinians, 
including 182 children and 11 women, in addition 
to 1200 detainees who are ill. 20 are continuously 
held at prison clinics. [Five remain on hunger strike].

Israel is also holding 184 administrative 
detainees without charges or trial. 13 are 
democratically elected legislators, three former 
ministers, dozens of teachers, academics, 
political and social figures. Farawana has called 
on international legal and human rights groups 
to act: to save the lives of the growing number of 
hunger striking detainees in Israeli prisons whose 
health in peril and to ensure the release of all 
political prisoners held by the Israeli occupation. 
They face constant harassment, abuse and illegal 
treatment in direct violation of international law.

new release: out of control 
Out of Control: A 15-year battle against Control 
Unit Prisons by Nancy Kurshan is being released 
this month by Freedom Archives. Kurshan is 

one of the founders 
of the Committee 
to End the Marion 
Lockdown. CEML 
was founded in 1985 
to organize against 
control unit prisons, 
beginning focusing on 
the infamous federal 
prison in Marion, 

Illinois. Out of Control also features an eloquent 
foreword by Sundiata Acoli, a long time political 
prisoner who worked closely with CEML. 

For info, please go to www.freedom archives.org.

Puerto rican indePendence 
leader returns home 
(Excerpted from an article by Danica Coto, Business 
Week, 12/7/12)

Avelina Gonzalez Claudio, 70, a former leader 
of the Macheteros, a group that has long fought 
for Puerto Rico’s independence from the U.S., 
was greeted by dozens of supporters December 
7 as he arrived in San Juan. Supporters applauded 
and shouted, “Homeland or Death!” and “Free 
Puerto Rico!” while furiously waving the island’s 
red, white and blue flag. He will finish serving his 
prison sentence in a local half way house.

Avelino eluded the FBI for more than two 
decades before he was arrested in Puerto Rico 
in 2008 for his involvement in a $7 million dollar 
expropriation of a Wells Fargo armored truck depot 
in Connecticut in 1983. 

Victory: shackling Pregnant 
inmates banned in california
(excerpt from Huff Post Parents, October 10, 2012)

After years of struggle, California has 
completely banned the practice of shackling 
pregnant inmates during pregnancy, labor, delivery 
and recovery. California is one of the first states in 
the country to pass such a complete ban. 

Alicia Walters, a reproductive justice advocate 
with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
of Northern California, reminds us that “In 2005 

California became one of the first states to prohibit 
the shackling of incarcerated pregnant women 
during labor, delivery, and recovery after childbirth. 
Now California has taken another step forward 
to protect the health of incarcerated women 
—this time by prohibiting shackling throughout 
pregnancy.” Nationally the situation remains bad: 
in two out of three states, pregnant inmates can be 
shackled to their hospital beds while giving birth. 

While we applaud the new law in California, 
we acknowledge there is much work to be done. 

daniel mcgowan released 
Earth Liberation Front political prisoner, Daniel 
McGowan, was released from prison in Indiana, 
December 12. He will serve the remaining six 
months of his sentence in a half way house in NY.

Outside of radical circles, McGowan’s story 
is best known from its telling in last year’s 
Oscar-nominated documentary “If A Tree Falls.” 
McGowan was one of a dozen underground 
environmental and animal rights activists with the 
Earth Liberation Front and its sister movement, 
the Animal Liberation Front, who were swept up 
in a two-year, multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional 
investigation called ‘Operation Backfire,’ which 
culminated in a series of high-profile arrests and 
prosecutions in 2005 and 2006.

McGowan was detained in two prisons, 
both, new experimental facilities called 
“Communications Management Units,” or CMUs. 
CMUs were built to contain low-level terrorists 
rounded up in the “War on Terror.” Most of 
their inmates are allegedly connected to Islamic 
networks. CMUs severely restrict and control the 
amount and nature of prisoners’ communication 
with the outside world, earning them the 
nickname among inmates and prison staff of 
“Little Guantanamo,” according to journalist Will 
Potter. For several years, their existence was kept 
secret. There are only two CMUs in the United 
States one in Illinois and one in Indiana; McGowan 
served time in both.

human rights summit demands 
release for oscar loPez 
The Summit on Human Rights 2012 held 
December 18 in San Juan issued a resolution and 
demand for the immediate and unconditional 
release of Oscar Lopez Rivera. The resolution 
follows the completion of a petition campaign, 
which gathered 100,000 signatures.

Lopez, 69, has been incarcerated for over 30 
years. He has endured more than a decade of total 
isolation, and was excluded from the sentence 
commutation granted by President Clinton to 
other Puerto Rican political prisoners. Oscar is 
the longest held Puerto Rican political prisoner 
in history. The Decolonization Committee of 
the United Nations as well as the Non-Aligned 
Movement have previously passed multiple 
resolutions calling on the President of the United 
States to release him. 

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t : 
alejandrom@boricuahumanrights.org or http://
boricuahumanrights.org

hiP-hoP artists accused of 
machetero connection 
Two members of the Welfare Poets, an activist hip 
hop group, known supporters of the Puerto Rican 
independence movement, along with four other 
members of a film making crew, were arrested in a 
housing project in East Harlem. Michael Pacheco 
(aka Rayzer Sharp) and Keith Hughes (aka Dahu 
Ala), along with four others were filming a music 
video on the building’s roof, when they were 
arrested by NYPD officers demanding to see a 
permit. According to Pacheco, officers indicated 
they knew who they were, and stated, “Oh, you 
guys are Macheteros.” The charges against the 
six were later resolved. Pacheco stated, ”For years 
we have used our music to give information and 
inspiration to oppressed people everywhere. We 
have been targets of the police and feds… because 
music with a purpose is ultimately liberation.”  n

SUppOrT ThE SEATTlE 
GrANd JUry rESISTErS 

Three activists are currently imprisoned for 
resisting the federal grand jury investigating 

the May Day 2012 demonstration at the Nakamura 
federal courthouse in Seattle. Matt Duran , KteeO 
Olejnik and Maddy Pfeiffer have not been charged 
or arrested, but remain in prison for refusing to 
answer questions before a secret panel about 
who they knew and the political views of those 
people. The three may remain in prison for the life 

of the grand jury. Please write to these principled 
activists. They need an active connection to the 
outside. Please keep in mind that Maddy can’t 
read cursive, so please print or type your letter. 

Matt Duran, #42565-086
Katherine Olejnik, #42592-086 and 
Maddy Pfeiffer, #42421-086
FDC Sea Tac, PO Box 13900
Seattle, WA 98198  n

long distance 
revolutionary:  
A Journey with 
Mumia Abu-Jamal 
Long Distance Revolutionary produced by 
Street Legal Cinema in association with 
Prison Radio, had its world premiere at the 
Mill Valley Film Festival, October 2012, an 
international premier at the Copenhagen 
International Film Festival, November 2012 
and opens theatrically February 1, 2013 in 
New York City. Director Stephen Vitoria 
offers a portrait of Mumia using interviews, 
archival footage and dramatic readings.

Transferred into general population 
at SCI Mahanoy, Mumia’s situation has 
changed dramatically—after 30 years in 
solitary, now in general population, he 
can touch another human being. He can 
have visits twice a week. However serious 
restrictions remain for Mumia. His phone 
and visiting list is limited and can only be 
changed every three months. Mumia has 
been told he will be denied contact visits 
with his son. 

On October 31, 2012 Mumia filed a 
notice of appeal of his sentence. This 
motion seeks to expose prosecutorial 
misconduct and challenge the imposition 
of life without the possibility of parole, 
based on innocence. Judge Pamela Dembe 
is blocking a hearing. 

For more information contact: info@
prisonradio.org or www.prisonradio.org  n
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